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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Safety rules and expectations for indoor and outdoor play are clearly identified for students and repeated
frequently on the morning announcements. Common expectations include walking in the classrooms/hallways,
keeping hands to self, speaking respectfully to one another, using snow for building structures rather than for
throwing at others. Students are reminded they are responsible for their own behaviour to ensure safety for self
and others.

Student behaviour is monitored by staff assigned to specific areas in the school and/or schoolyard.

When students are involved in conflicts we engage in restorative conversations. Behaviour is a matter

of choice. Consequences which may range from writing a reflection sheet, to withdrawing privileges, to formal
suspension from school are issued depending on the severity of the behaviour. As always, we involve parents,
as partners, in reinforcing positive behaviour at school.

The development of good character is a shared responsibility among students, staff, and families. When we
take opportunities to teach, promote and celebrate good character, we are working on supporting learning and
working environments that are caring and respectful.

To promote good character, throughout the school year, we focus on ten character attributes. During the
month of February, we will be focusing on the attribute of initiative. Initiative is about acting without being
prompted by others. We do what needs to get done without having to be prompted to do it, working towards
the achievement of a goal.

Wishing everyone a happy Family Day long weekend!

Yours in partnership,
R. Totino
Principal

End of Day Dismissal

In terms of bus safety expectations while on school property, parents are reminded to not walk in between
parked busses but rather use the designated crosswalk. Please avoid parking on Devins Drive right in front of
the school when coming to pick up your child as this prevents our busses from safely entering and exiting from
school property. Please use side streets for parking your vehicle. Additionally, the office has been very busy
responding to parent calls about end of day dismissal changes for their child. If you need to pick up your child
prior to end of day, please ensure to contact the school office no later than 3 p.m. in order to ensure that this
last minute change is addressed. Thank you for your attention and cooperation.




Assessment and Evaluation-Important Understandings for Parents

Research shows that students need to learn more than just facts if they want to succeed in post-secondary
education and the world of work. Students are also learning to take initiative, work independently, be self-
reliant and work in a team. The Ministry Provincial report cards reflect this and emphasize the importance
of learning skills and work habits in your child’s progress.

When evaluating subject areas, teachers look at assignments, tests, presentations, and projects for evidence
that your child is learning the curriculum. This learning means more than just knowing the facts. Students must
also show an understanding of what they are studying by showing their thinking, communicating and applying
what they have learned. As well as looking at tests or assignments, teachers also talk to and observe your
child in the classroom to gather as much information as possible.

A report card is a checkpoint in your child’s learning. There is always room to grow and opportunity to learn.
The communication of achievement, next steps, and learning for your child is always a partnership between
school and home. Set goals together and always ensure that your child is part of the conversation. Term one
report cards will be distributed electronically between February 23-25.

Are yow Moving?
This is the time of year when we begin planning for the next school year. In order to assist us with this
process, if you know that you are moving out of the area or that your child(ren) will not be returning
to Devins Drive PS in September, kindly inform the school office at 905-727-2022.

Thank you.

MOVING!
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Dot Inclement Weather Days
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Important Dates

For the 2021-2022 school year when an IW Day is
announced, information is communicated through local
media outlets, the Student Transportation Services

) website, School Transportation Hotline at

February 21: Family Day — No school 1-877-330-3001, the Board's website and Twitter
account and on the Board and school’s voicemail
recording. Please ensure to have alternate childcare
arrangements planned for IW days when schools are
closed to students.

February 4. P.A. Day — No school

February 23: Grad and Absentee Photo Day

February 23-25: Term 1 Report Cards — Distributed
electronically




Winter Walking

Don't let the cold temperatures keep you from walking this winter. Walking in the winter can be especially good
for your heaith. It is refreshing to your senses, beneficial to your mind and just plain old FUN! Being outside
more often allows children to develop a stronger immune system and a resistance to allergies. It's
SNOWY....walking to school and playing outside in the winter gives children the opportunity to develop and
strengthen their overall muscular system. Walking in the snow encourages balancing and using new muscles
that are often not used. Just be sure to bundle up! So dress warm and get your walk on!

Celebrate, Ontario Active
don’t hibernate! School Travel
Walk to school

this winter.
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Course Selection, Transitions and Pathways
= from Grade 8 to Grade 9
Community Information Evenings

iy

York Region District School Board is hosting wirtual information evenings for families of children in grade 7 or B
about school course selection and pathway planning. Learn more about secondary school options and choosing
courses. There will also be time for families to ask questions about courses and pathways.

There are several different sessions being offered for different community groups. Translators will be provided on
the February 9th and |5th sessions if needed and as available.

For more information and to register, please visit: bitly/pathwaysevent22
All sessions will be held vireually from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

These evening sessions are complementary to the information sessions offered at individual schools.
Date Community Group
February 7 General Session - Open to all parents and families of Grade 8 Students
February 7 Session for Families of Black Students
February 7 Sesslon for Families of Indigenous Students
February 7 Session for Families of 2SLGBTQ+ Students
February 9 Session for Families of South Asian Students
February 9 Session for Families of East and South-East Asian Students
February 15 Session for Families of Turkish, Iranian, Afghan and Yazidi Students
February 15 Session for Families of LatinX Students

February I5 Sesslon for Families of Jewish Students




TAKE ARTSHINE HOME

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

ith our new visual arts
W Sign up and each month your child

subscription service, 'Artshine in
S _ will be mailed a kit that explores a
a Box,' children across North America . _

, different theme and art medium ~
aged 4-6 and 7-12 can now experience . .
gy drawing, painting, pastels, 3D
our enriching art lessons at home 4 X '
throughout the year! Py
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GO TO ARTSHINE.CA / ARTSHINE-IN-A-BOX

1. Select the kit appropriate for your child's age 4. Brim with pride as your
2. Choose the length of your subscription term child lets their art shinel

3. Input the name of your child's school and city Subscribe
(so we can direct rewards to your parent council) Today!




SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE

FUKDRAISIN CAMPAIK
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Devins Drive P.S. is thrilled to announce a new contactless fundraiser from Recipes In A Jar -
Healthy snacks and meals delivered right to your door!
This fundraiser will benefit our school programs while also donating back to our community -
Soups, cookies, muffins and more!
These mason jars are great for your home and also make wonderful gifts.

We encourage you to combine orders with friends and family to take advantage of free shipping

(6 jar orders required for free shipping).
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Thank you for your support!

We are proud to partner with Recipes in a jar and offer you products that respect our values.
Help us by visiting and sharing our online store at :

devinsdriveps.recipesinajar.ca
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